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René Sorell is Counsel in our Business Law Group in Toronto and has 
served on the firm’s Board of Partners.

René practises almost exclusively in the area of securities law. He has 
had responsibility for projects in all aspects of securities law, including 
securities offerings, contested take-over bids, proxy battles and 
shareholder disputes, public company mergers and reorganizations, the 
formation of equity and fixed income marketplaces and the 
representation of clients in regulatory proceedings before securities 
regulators.

René has acted as counsel to special committees of public company 
boards of directors. He regularly provides advice to investment dealers 
and other securities businesses on trading rules, trading systems, 
compliance and discipline matters and new products. René has 
frequently presented cases before the Ontario Securities Commission 
on matters involving both securities and commodity futures legislation. 
He is a member of the senior securities law advisory committee to the 
Ontario Securities Commission. He acted as chair of the Policy 
Advisory Committee of the Ontario Securities Commission and 
participated in the industry committee of the Commission’s Fair 
Dealing project.

René has been an invited speaker at numerous professional 
conferences on various aspects of securities law across Canada. He 
has taught securities regulation as an adjunct professor or special 
lecturer at Osgoode Hall Law School, the University of Toronto Faculty 
of Law, University of Windsor Faculty of Law and Dalhousie Law 
School and has been an invited speaker at other law schools at both 
the LLB and LLM levels. He is a co-author of Private Placements in 

 and is a co-editor of  and a Canada CCH Annotated Securities Law
member of the editorial advisory board for CCH Corporate Governance 

. He is also a co-author of CCH’s Report Canadian Securities Regulatory 
Requirements Applicable to Non-Resident Broker-Dealers, Advisers 

, a handbook of Canadian securities and Investment Fund Managers
regulatory requirements for non-resident securities firms published in 
2012. He is a Senior Fellow at Massey College in the University of 
Toronto.

He received his BA from McGill University, his MA from the University 
of Toronto and his LLB from Osgoode Hall Law School. Between 1979 
and 1980, he served as assistant to the chair of the Ontario Securities 
Commission.
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Recent Experience

Rio Tinto negotiates updated US$2.3B funding plan with Turquoise Hill 
Resources for the completion of the Oyu Tolgoi Underground Project 
in Mongolia
April 09, 2021

Glencore backstops C$7.6B rights offering as it increases 
shareholdings in Katanga Mining
December 19, 2019

Recent Insights

New self-regulatory organization to replace IIROC and MFDA by the 
end of 2022
November 24, 2021

Guidance Issued to Crypto-Trading Platforms on Requirements 
relating to Advertising, Marketing and Social Media Use
September 27, 2021

IIROC Issues New Guidance on Reporting Material Changes to Dealer 
Business Activities
September 22, 2021

CSA proposes to create a new self-regulatory organization to replace 
IIROC and MFDA
August 23, 2021
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